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Classical Studies 3102F -- Searching for 

secondary sources for your essay topic

·Starting Your Search

·Westernõs Library Catalogue 

·Browse by Program page

·lõAnn®e Philologique

·Google Scholar

·Scholars Portal Search

·JSTOR

·and how to use Ref Works

APh

Thatôs 

enough for 

today!!!

This is for 

next time ï

October 16th.



Pre-Search: Things to Do

·Select a topic that interests you

·Obtain background information on the 

author andthe novel

·Determine the concepts for your search

·Decide which database(s) you will search 



Our topic

Search Strategy Development Worksheet

For our topic, weõve chosen to look at  

Apuleiusõ Use of Literary Allusions in the 

Metamorphoses

Research Question: How and why did 

Apuleius use literary allusions in his 

novel,  Metamorphoses?



Search Strategy Sheet

Concept 1 Concept 2 Concept 3 Concept 4

Search String

Connect your keywords using Boolean connectors to form a search string that 

you can use to search a variety of bibliographic databases.



Search Strategy Sheet

Concept 1 Concept 2 Concept 3 Concept 4

Apuleius allusion Metamorphoses

allusions Metamorphosis

intertextual Golden Ass

intertextuality AsinusAureus

Search String

Connect your keywords using Boolean connectors to form a search string that 

you can use to search a variety of bibliographic databases.

Apuleius AND  (allusion*  OR intertextual*)  AND  (Metamorph*   OR 

ñGolden Assò   OR ñAsinus Aureusò)   [most databases]

Apuleius (allusion  OR allusions  OR intertextual OR intertextuality) 

(Metamorphoses  ORMetamorphosis  ORñGolden Assò OR ñAsinus 

Aureusò)   [Google Scholar]

O

R

AND



Now itõs YOUR turn to create a 

Search Strategy Sheet (5 mins.)

Concept 1 Concept 2 Concept 3 Concept 4

Search String

Connect your keywords using Boolean connectors to form a search string that 

you can use to search a variety of bibliographic databases.



Finding Background Information

·research process is not linear

·understanding the topic is critical to 
effective searching

·learning about the context in which a 
particular author worked can help 
you to understand his work



Relevant Reference Resources

·Fifty Key Classical Authors

ƁDBW Reference PA3002.Z5S53 2002

·Ancient Writers: Greece and Rome

ƁDBW Reference PA3002 .A5 1982

·Cambridge Ancient History (available 

online) 

And lots more listed on the Browse by Program page

http://histories.cambridge.org/uid=1977/collection?id=set_cambridge_ancient_history
http://histories.cambridge.org/uid=1977/collection?id=set_cambridge_ancient_history
http://www.lib.uwo.ca/programs/classicalstudies/classics3102.html



