
84S75 CLARIS PAPERS 

The collection consists of correspondence between members of the 

Claris family during the years 1846-1857, with some additional 

undated letters, (probably written in the late 1850s.) The 

majority of the letters are from George T. Claris to his wife, 

Maria� written to her during business trips or when taking medical 
treatments in the United States. Amongst members of the family who 

corresponded with George and Maria are Maria's parents, Eliza and 

George Kell and George's aunt, also named Maria. 

The letters display a variety of insights into mid 19th century 

Canada. These include, to name but a few, religious beliefs and 

pol i ti ca 1 opinions, social even ts, business transactions, and a 

recurring pr-eoccupa tion with heal th and i 11 ness. One 1 et ter- of 

note, dated Apr-il 18, 1838 refer-s at some length to the 1837 and 

1838 Rebellions of Upper and Lower- Canada. 

The correspondence is arranged chronologically, consisting of seven 

files for- the year-s 1838, 1842, 1846, 1849, 1850, 1853, 1857 and 

one for- undated mater-ial. A detailed outline of the contents of 

each letter has been placed at the front of the appropriate file. 

Copies are also in the case file. 

The case file includes photocopied extracts about George Clar-is, 

taken from Vionettes of Early St. Thomas, By Warren Miller, 1967, 

and a copies of a newspaper- articles on the St. Thomas Opera House 

which was founded by George Claris. 

Collection or-ganized, Januar-y 1991 

by Lor-na Brooke 

In order to improve access to more of the existing holdings of Western Archives copies of a number of preliminary finding aids are 
being made available.  These preliminary finding aids, some of which were prepared many years ago, vary in degrees of 
completeness, detail and accuracy.  Some provide only basic box listings of the contents of a fonds or a collection, while others 
provide additional background material.  All are intended to be the starting point for access to the records and they should not be 
considered a definitive source of information on the full nature and contents of the fonds or collection.  Questions about the 
information provided in the preliminary finding aids should be directed to archives.services@uwo.ca
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